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CONFIDENTIAL MAPUTO 0062 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: BTRA, MZ, RH 

SUBJECT: VISIT OF UNION CARBIDE EXECUTIVES TO SOUTHERN AFRICA 

REF: STATE 001918 

1 . AS DEPARTMENT IS AWARE, DURING PAST FEW MONTHS EMBASSY HAS 
HAD NUMEROUS DISCUSSIONS WITH PRESIDENT MACHEL AND SENIOR GPRM 
OFFICIALS REGARDING US INVESTMENT IN MOZAMBIQUE. IN COURSE THESE 
DISCUSSIONS, MACHEL HAS INDICATED THAT HE WISHES US INVESTMENT 
QUERIES HANDLED (INITIALLY AT ANY RATE) BY MINISTER OF TRADE AND 
INDUSTRY MACHUNGO. WE HAVE FOLLOWED THIS PRACTICE WITH ALL U.S. 
COMPANIES. WE DO NOT BELIEVE WE SHOULD MAKE EXCEPTION FOR UNION 
CARBIDE. 

2. MACHEL AND HIS MINISTERS ARE WELL AWARE OF EXTENSIVE INTERESTS 
OF UNION CARBIDE IN RHODESIA AND SOUTH AFRICA AND TAKE THE PO- 
SITION THAT IT IS IN LARGE PART BECAUSE OF THESE AND OTHER 
FOREIGN INVESTMENTS THAT SMITH HAS BEEN ABLE TO REMAIN IN 
POWER. IN VIEW THIS ATTITUDE, WE THINK IT TIMELY THAT SENIOR 
UNION CARBIDE OFFICIALS ARE COMING TO SOUTHERN AFRICA TO DIS- 
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CUSS TH OUTLOOK FOR THEIR OPERATIONS. A DISCUSSION WITH MACHEL 
ON THIS SUBJECT - IF SUCH A MEETING CAN BE ARRANGED - WOULD 
OBVIOUSLY BE USEFUL TO UNION CARBIDE. 

3. HOWEVER, WE DO NOT BELIEVE THE EMBASSY SHOULD SEEK TO SET 

UP THE APPOINTMENT WITH MACHEL. NOT ONLY WOULD WE BE REQUESTING 
SPECIAL TREATMENT FOR UNION CARBIDE, WHICH WE HAVE NOT OFFERED 
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TO OTHER U.S. FIRMS, BUT ANY USG IDENTIFICATION AT THIS TIME WITH 
UNION CARBIDE (OR OTHER FIRMS WITH INTERESTS IN RHODESIA) WILL BE 
SEIZED UPON BY OUR IDEOLOGICAL CRITICS IN THE MOZAMBIQUE GOVERN- 
MENT TO QUESTION ANEW OUR MOTIVES IN SEEKING A NEGOTIATED SETTLE- 
MENT IN RHODESIA. WE DO NOT WISH TO EXAGGERATE THE RISK TO NEGO- 
TIATIONS, BUT THE NOTION THAT THE USG MAY BE INTERESTED IN A SET- 
TLEMENT IN RODESIA ONLY TO PROTECT U.S. ECONOMIC INTERESTS IS 
WIDELY HELD HERE. AND WE DO NOT WISH TO LEND CREDENCE TO THIS 
VIEW AT THIS TIME. 

4. THE EMBASSY WILL BE HAPPY TO SET UP AN APPOINTMENT WITH 
MACHUNGO SHOULD UNION CARBIDE OFFICIALS DESIRE. IF UNION CARBIDE 
EVIDENCES INTEREST IN INVESTMENT IN MOZAMBIQUE, THERE IS A 
CHANCE MACHUNGO MIGHT SUGGEST THAT THE OFFICIALS MEET WITH 
MACHEL. IT WOULD ALSO NOT BE INAPPROPRIATE FOR UNION CARBIDE 

TO CABLE DIRECTLY TO MACHUNGO REQUESTING A MEETING WITH MACHEL, 
BUT WE THINK THE CHANCES OF OBTAINING AN APPOINTMENT ARE BETTER 
IF UNION CARBIDE OFFICIALS WAIT UNTIL THE TEAM IS HERE BEFORE 
REQUESTING THE MEETING. 

5. WE HAVE NO OBJECTION TO SOUNDING MUGABE OUT ABOUT A POSSIBLE 
MEETING. AMBASSADOR DE PREE WILL ALSO BE PLEASED TO MEET WITH 
THE UNION CARBIDE OFFICIALS. 

DE PREE 

CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 jan 1994 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: n/a 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Draft Date: 14 jan 1978 

Decaption Date: 01 jan 1960 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 20 Mar 2014 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1978MAPUT000062 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D780021-1128 
Format: TEL 
From: MAPUTO 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1978/newtext/t1 97801 63/aaaacbak.tel 

Line Count: 85 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: daa663e3-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Office: ACTION AF 

Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: 78 STATE 1918 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 25 apr 2005 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 3774598 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: VISIT OF UNION CARBIDE EXECUTIVES TO SOUTHERN AFRICA 
TAGS: BTRA, MZ, RH 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/daa663e3-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Sheryl P. Walter 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
20 Mar 2014 

Markings: Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



